FRENCH INDO-CHINA
quarter. None of the antagonism which characterizes their dealings
with the Annamites embitters Sino-Cambodian relations. The Chinese
are the most active group economically in the country, and the Khmers
are only too thankful to be relieved of such onerous tasks. A Chinese
husband is considered an excellent match for a Khmer woman, and
the ensuing race of half-breeds is superior to the pure Khmer brand
in energy and initiative.
In both Annam and Cambodia the Chinese were allowed to yield to
their natural propensity for group life, and to organize themselves into
congregations, called bangs, according to province and dialect. The
heads of these congregations were selected by them, and were respon-
sible to the Annamite government for taxes and order. They enjoyed
the same civil rights as Annamites and were, moreover, exempted from
military service and cormes. The Annamite Emperors regretted their
liberality, and from time to time tried to reassert their authority by
expelling the Chinese implicated in commercial fraud or clandestine
opium trade. Legally they were assimilated to the Annamites, and since
the codes were Chinese-inspired, they suffered no legislative hardships.
The congregation unit was only possible where the Chinese remained
together in towns and were not scattered throughout the countryside.
They famed certain indirect taxes, like that of gaming, and they were
the	distributors of opium and salt for the Annamite government.
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